





























ADVANCE PRAISE = Author Notes

“Michael Onofrey explores the geographies of both land and mind in his new
novel Bewilderment. The protagonist is propelled by a visceral mixture of
curiosity and confusion that, ultimately, forces him to confront his longing to
connect. Bewilderment is an accomplished and witty novel that examines the line
drawn between individual perception and the larger reality, then provides its
reader permission to blur the line in order to take it all in.”

— Jen Knox, author of After the Gazebo

“Michael Onofrey has crafted a daring and adventurous story about life’s
choices, those we make and those made for us.Whatever the case, we all at
some point face a moment of bewilderment, a moment when time stops and the
events of our life dissolve and slip away like paint on a canvas left in the rain.An
engaging story ...and a remarkable experience of bewilderment.”

— Christine Cote, Still Point Art Gallery and Shanti Arts Publishing
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“Michael Onofrey has crafted a daring and adventurous
story about life’s choices, those we make and those made
for us.” — Christine Cote

“Herta sets the ginger down on the table and then takes a flower from behind her ear,
a larger flower than what was behind her ear the day before. She puts the flower on
the table next to the ginger.The flower has petals that are pastel orange.A toothbrush
and a tube of Colgate toothpaste and a candle and a box of matches are also on the
table. But now, with the flower, the table has been transformed. It now looks like a still
life waiting to be painted. Herta walks over and sits down on the cot next to Wade’s
hip.Wade is prone.”

MICHAEL ONOFREY was born and raised in
Los Angeles. Currently he lives in Japan. Over
seventy of his short stories have been published
in literary journals and magazines, in print and
online, in such places as Cottonwood, The Evans-
ville Review, Natural Bridge, Snowy Egret, Terrain.org,
Weber—The Contemporary West, and The William
and Mary Review. Among anthologized work, his
stories have appeared in Creativity & Constraint
(Wising Up Press, 2014), In New Light (Northern
Initiative for Social Action, 2013), Road to No-
where and Other New Stories from the Southwest
(University of New Mexico Press, 2013), and Im-
agination & Place: An Anthology (Imagination &
Place Press, 2009). He can be found online at Di-
rectory of Writers, Poets and Writers, and on Face-
book.




KATHERINE VAZ &

The Love Life of an Assistant Animator & Other Stories

“Katherine Vaz stories always pull
me in—the heartfelt intensity, her
intimate knowledge of her
characters, their places, human
nature—each one makes me
happily her captive, for as long as
the story lasts.” — Alexander Chee

The Love Life of an
Assistant Animator &
Other Stories, by
Katherine Vaz. Literary
Fiction, Short Stories.
ISBN: 978-0-9967175-6-4
(Print), 978-0-9967175-7-1
(eBook). $14.00 (Print),
$9.99 (eBook); 238pp.
April 2017.

In Katherine Vaz’s new
collection of short fic-
tion, beauty is continually
and painfully present in
all places—in a Thanks-
giving dinner assembled
by a widowed DMV
worker being stalked by
an irate customer;in a
middle-aged Hollywood
actress who captivates a
young studio animator
for decades; in the after-
math of an unthinkable
tragedy; and in a daugh-
ter’s memories of the
ethereal, melting ice
sculptures made by a
woman embroiled in an
affair with a wealthy

lawyer.

Amid their complex, tur-
bulent relationships in a
chronic state of crisis,
Vaz’s wise and restless
protagonists carry within
them the seeds of a van-
ished, gracious world of
urbane dinner parties
and passionate affairs—a
humane and cultured civ-
ilization whose flawed in-
habitants are redeemed
by their ability to blend
the aesthetic imperative
with the power to love.
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“Katherine Vaz stories always pull me in—the heartfelt intensity, her intimate
knowledge of her characters, their places, human nature—each one makes me
happily her captive, for as long as the story lasts. Her newest collection is a
triumph for us all”

—Alexander Chee, author of Edinburgh and The Queen of the Night

“What rich, eccentric, at times even farcical joys these stories evoke—and, at
the same time, what poignant, aching sorrows.Vaz’s characters, from the gravity
of their family ties to the folly and grace of their soaring aspirations, take us
deep inside ourselves and our never-ending struggle to find our way in a world
that changes far too fast around us.”

—]ulie Glass, author of Three Junes, The Whole World Over, and The Widower’s Tale

“Katherine Vaz is a brilliant writer. These stories are gorgeous at every
level—singing sentences and pull-you-in plot. She is the real thing, an American
treasure.”

—Tayari Jones, author of Leaving Atlanta, The Untelling, and Silver Sparrow
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“Katherine Vaz is a brilliant writer ... She is the
real thing, an American treasure.” —Tayari Jones

KATHERINE VAZ is the author of two novels,
Saudade and Mariana, as well as two short story
collections, Fado & Other Stories and Our Lady of
the Artichokes & Other Portuguese-American Stories.
Her work has appeared in six languages and has
received numerous accolades, including a mention
in the Top Thirty International Books of 1998 by
the Library of Congress, the Drue Heinz Litera-
ture Prize, the Prairie Schooner Book Award, and
a Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writer
designation. Her children’s stories have appeared
in anthologies by Viking, Penguin, and Simon &
Schuster.

The recipient of fellowships at Harvard University
and the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study,

as well as the Harman Fellowship,Vaz has lectured internationally about Portu-
guese and Luso-American literature and is the first Portuguese-American to
have her work recorded for the archives of the Library of Congress (Hispanic
Division). A native Californian, she lives in New York City with her husband,
Christopher Cerf,a composer, television producer, and author.



BACKLIST &= 2015

KINDA
SORTA
AMERICAN
DREAM

collected stories

STEVE KARAS

“[A] vivid tableau of survivalists and survivors, infidels and ghosts...Karas sensi-
tively caprures the current moment through resonant characters caught between
a tarnished past and an unknowable, uncertain future.”

- Shawn Syms, author of Nothing Looks Familiar

Kinda Sorta American Dream: Collected
Stories. ISBN: 978-0-9967175-0-2 (Print),
978-0-9967175-1-9 (eBook). $14.00 (Print),
$9.99 (eBook); 242pp. In Steve Karas’ debut
collection, an unemployed autoworker finds
himself at an elite seminar for aspiring Santa
Clauses; an IT specialist eagerly awaits the
Mayan apocalypse in his parents’ basement as
his father descends into dementia. Through
fourteen curiously ambivalent studies, Karas
methodically examines and reconfigures the
core archetypes—dot-com entrepreneurs,
hard-striving immigrants, obsessive diner
owners—that haunt and dominate the
American psyche. The winners, losers and
hopeless visionaries who populate Kinda Sorta
American Dream are united in their relentless
quest to invoke massive disruption in their
lives—and their profound doubts about
whether such radical change is possible.

The Gender of Inanimate Objects and Other Stories, by Laura

Marello, was on the 2016 sh
William Saroyan Internation

LAURA MARELLO

THE GENDER OF
INANIMATE
0BJECTS

AND OTHER STORIES

ortlist for Stanford’s prestigious
al Prize for Writing.

The Gender of Inanimate Objects and
Other Stories. ISBN: 978-0-9904546-6-3
(Print), 978-0-9904546-7-0 (eBook). $14.00
(Print), $9.99 (eBook); 224pp. In the
phosphorescent title novella of Laura
Marello’s collection, an enigmatic drifter
pursues her circuitous path through the
intricate cultural terrain of Sweetwater
County, California, a patchwork of
communities where “everyone speaks the

~| wrong language.” Through subtle, disciplined

prose inflected with the deep colors and clear
lines of ancient Mykonos and the northern
Californian coast, The Gender of Inanimate
Objects and Other Stories depicts the liminal and
often surreal states of temporarily rootless
people—OIld World immigrants, grad students,
unfaithful spouses at a business
conference—who teeter ambivalently on the
cusp of freedom as they reach back for the
stories and relationships that bind them.
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My Father Is an Angry Storm Cloud:
MELISSA REDDISH Collected Stories. ISBN:978-0-9904546-4-9
(Print), 978-0-9904546-5-6 (eBook). $14.00
(Print), $9.99 (eBook); 202pp. A film studies
major gets a meat-processing job supervis-

MY FATHER IS AN ing the systematic dismemberment and dis-
embowelment of chickens; a troubled loner
ANGRY STORM CLOUD finds the man of her dreams in a shoebox of
horse figurines. College-educated, creative,
COLLECTED STORIES and faced with no prospects to speak of,
Melissa Reddish’s hapless postmillennial
‘ protagonists stoically eke out monotonous
“ existences as factory workers, retail sales
A clerks, and homemakers, staring down their

limited lives even as the desperation of
everyday life spirals into the no man’s land
between fantasy and psychosis.Yet they are
also clear-eyed and conscious, calmly aware
of—and uncannily receptive to—the most
devastating of life’s horrors.

“Melissa Reddish claims a place as one of our most
exciting American fabulists, alongside Kelly Link, Matt Bell,
and Karen Russell.” — Laura Ellen Scott, author of Death

Wishing and The Juliet
Collected Stories. ISBN: 978-0-9904546-2-5

CU’ME TnMﬂRRUW (Print), 978-0-9904546-3-2 (eBook). $14.00
Yuu I_I_ REGRET TUDAY (Print), $9.99 (eBook); 214pp. A high-school

dropout struggles through the labyrinthine

= college admissions process as he is
\ N reluctantly drawn into the breakdown of his
il ! parents’ toxic marriage.A recovering addict

finds out on Facebook that his best friend is
dead; a college freshman accidentally comes
across his high-school girlfriend on a porn
site. Set against a backdrop of abandoned
factories, faceless strip malls, and suburban
alienation, Patrick Trotti’s unsettling and
deceptively simple stories offer a brutally
vivid glimpse of millennial malaise in the
Internet age.

Come Tomorrow You’ll Regret Today:

i - : g, ‘
 PATRICK TROTTI
i “..:[A] triumph-of restraint and invention” =
- Amber Dermont, author of The Starboard Sea .
! R
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Word. C7itizen

HAT WIL
INS TO EﬂME'
- DR. 0Z SHOW

Word Citizen: Uncommon Thoughts on
Writing, Motherhood, & Life in
Jerusalem. ISBN: 978-0-9904546-8-7
(Print), 978-0-9904546-9-4 (eBook). $14.00
(Print), $9.99 (eBook); 224pp. “I tell tales
that would never make it into coffee table
books,” K} Hannah Greenberg declares in
her latest book of essays, “My words are
covered in forests that glow at night or seek
paths among the guts of aliens’ thinking
machines.” In forty-eight unapologetic and
sometimes hilarious compositions
incorporating Jerusalem cabbies, lizards, and
communication theory, Greenberg
configures and reconfigures the layers of her
identity—successful professional writer, wife,
mother, and American-born Orthodox Jew
living in Israel—while providing surreally
frank, sometimes painful insights into what it
takes to reconcile those roles.

Reinvent Yourself: Essential Tools from
a Brooklyn Psychiatrist Who Has Seen
It All. ISBN: 978-0-9904546-0-1 (Print),
978-0-9904546-1-8 (eBook). $14.00 (Print),
$9.99 (eBook); 212pp. How do we rise
above anger and self-doubt to achieve our
most deeply held goals? Countless writers
have tried to answer this question—perhaps
none with more searing honesty than Dr.
Johnny Lops, a respected Williamsburg
psychiatrist whose refreshingly no-nonsense
and humane approach to personal and
professional achievement draws on his own
colorful experiences growing up in
blue-collar Brooklyn during the 1980s and
1990s. In this vividly written and engaging
book that is part memoir and part
instruction manual, Dr. Lops offers eleven
simple, practical, and effective tools for
maximizing our performance potential and
regaining control over our lives.
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“Come now, and learn how thin
the texture of the image is

For one thing, atoms are
beneath detection of the senses,

Much tinier than the point at which
our eyes fail to perceive.

And | shall demonstrate this briefly
here, so you'll believe

How fine-spun are the warp and
woof of things ...”

— Lucretius, The Nature of Things
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